
The When and the How 
of Error Correction 
Allies for Immigrants ESOL Corps

Monday, November 26
6:00 -7:30 PM

Facilitator: Diana Satin
Training and Technical Assistance Coordinator, ENB

dsatin@englishfornewbostonians.org
617.982.6865

Resources: a4itutor.weebly.com/

mailto:dsatin@englishfornewbostonians.org
https://a4itutor.weebly.com/


Objectives

By the end of the workshop, you will be able to: 

• describe ways to set students up for avoiding 
making errors

• describe best practices for error correction
• adapt one approach for use with your students
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Introductions

• Name
• Program
• Type of volunteering 

you do (for example 
one-on-one, 
classroom, small 
group)

• Student level
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First: Your Questions
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Set Students Up for Success
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If Appropriate, Review Language Focus
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Have Level-Appropriate 
Expectations

(Krashen, 1977)
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OK for Students to Work Together

Students don’t tend to 
copy one anothers’ errors.
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Corrections
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Focus Corrections
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=R8w36JJofZg


Speaking Errors
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S: We had ships on 
our farm.

T: Sheep. Not ship, 
sheep. Repeat: 
Sheep, ship.  

In the morning, I wake 
my kids up. 

Minimal pairs:



Be Clear

S: We visit the State House yesterday.

T: Gesture back with hand, or give a clue: What’s the 
ending for verbs when we talk about the past?

S: My sister bought the tabla.

T: Your sister bought the ??

S: My sister buy the table.

T: Your sister bought the table? 
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Quiz! What Does the Research Say?

1.           2.     3.



Your Turn: Speaking Errors
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http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kMIHKfERT00


Your Turn: Writing Errors
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Your Turn!
Handout of student sample:

• Pair up. Choose to correct as 
speaking or writing. 

• Exchange ideas on giving 
correction.

• If time: Pair with another 
participant and role play  
student/tutor giving  
correction

• Whole group debrief
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Wrap Up
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Evaluation: tinyurl.com/enbworkshopeval

Today’s resources: https://a4itutor.weebly.com/

Thank you for your participation!

https://tinyurl.com/enbworkshopeval
https://a4itutor.weebly.com/

